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I am preparing several works for the stage. May heaven grant me help and I shall be free through the profits of the stage combined with those from publishers. In three months I could earn a great sum by pledging myself for new books; and if luck would grant that publishers might think of selling me under a cheap form I should be saved.
If there is any good news of this kind you shall have it very quickly; as you shall that of the success or fall of ''Vautrin." Frederick Lemaitre, that actor who is so sympathetic to the masses and who created the part of Robert Macaire, plays Vautrin.
At this moment I arn organizing another play for a man of great talent, Henri Monnier, from which I hope success. It is a piece in which Prudhomme plays the leading part.
Adieu. Miserable or fortunate, I am always the same for you; and it is because of that uucbaugeableness of heart that I am painfully wounded by your abandonment. I may miss writing to you, carried away as I often am by a life that resembles a torrent; but you, dear countess, why do you deprive me of the sacred bread that came to me regularly and restored my courage? Tell me. How will you explain it to me?
February, 1840.
Ah! I think you at last excessively small; and it shows me that you are of this world. Ah! you write to me no longer because my letters are rare! Well, they were rare because I often did not have the money to post them, but I would not tell you that. Yes, my distress has reached that point and beyond it. It is horrible, and sad, but it is true, as true as the Ukraine where you are. Yes, there have been days when I proudly ate a roll of bread on the boulevard. I have had the greatest sufferings : self-love, pride, hope, prospects, all have been attacked. But I shall, I hope, surmount everything. I had not one farthing, but I earned for those atrocious Lecouraised such storms around me. friendly things to those about you.     Istitutionnel" decides to take                        ^   '.
